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 In 1975, during International Women's Year, the United Nations began celebrating 8 March as 

International Women's Day. Two years later, in December 1977, the General Assembly adopted a 

resolution proclaiming a United Nations Day for Women's Rights and International Peace to be 

observed on any day of the year by Member States, in accordance with their historical and national 

traditions. For the United Nations, International Women's Day has been observed on 8 March since 

1975. The Day is traditionally marked with a message from the Secretary-General. International 

Women's Day is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of 

women. The day also marks a call to action for accelerating gender parity. Significant activity is 

witnessed worldwide as groups come together to celebrate women's achievements or rally for women's 

equality. 

Marked annually on March 8th, International Women's Day (IWD) is one of the most important days of 

the year to: 

• celebrate women's achievements 

• raise awareness about women's equality 

• lobby for accelerated gender parity 
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